
Text Messaging Dangerous For Teen Drivers
New Jer sey and Wash ing -

ton have banned driv ing while 
texting—a grow ing prob lem
on the road. Dis trac tions like
cell phones, text mes sages, the 
ra dio or even talk ative pas sen -
gers can prove deadly, ac cord -
ing to the In sur ance
In for ma tion In sti tute. 

A sur vey by Lib erty Mu -
tual Group and Stu dents
Against De struc tive De ci sions
showed that teens con sid ered
send ing text mes sages via cell
phones to be their big gest dis -
trac tion. Of the teens sur -
veyed, 37 per cent said that
text messaging was ex tremely
or very distracting, while 20
per cent said that they were
dis tracted by their emo tional
states and 19 per cent said that
hav ing friends in the car was
dis tract ing. A sur vey by Na tion wide found that 19 per cent of
mo tor ists say they text mes sage while driv ing. 

Dis trac tion Causes Crashes

The fed eral gov ern ment es ti mates that 30 per cent of all
crashes in the United States in volve driver dis trac tion. In at -
ten tive driv ing ac counted for 6.4 per cent of crash fa tal i ties in 
2003—the lat est data available—ac cord ing to the U.S. De -
part ment of Trans por ta tion. While cell phones and text
messaging top the list, dis trac tions also in clude ra dios, palm

pi lots, laptops, nav i ga tional aides, eat ing, drink ing, groom -
ing, read ing, writ ing, tele vi sion watch ing and at tend ing to
chil dren.

Em ploy ers are now con cerned that they may be held
li a ble for ac ci dents caused by their em ploy ees while driv -
ing and con duct ing work-re lated con ver sa tions on cell
phones, ac cord ing to the I.I.I. Un der the doc trine of vi car i -
ous re spon si bil ity, em ploy ers may be held le gally ac count -
able for the neg li gent acts of em ploy ees com mit ted in the
course of em ploy ment. Em ploy ers may also be found neg -
li gent if they fail to put in place a pol icy for the safe use of 
cell phones.
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Ford And Honda Lead Saf est
Ve hi cles List

The num ber of new cars con sid ered the saf est by the 
U.S. in sur ance in dus try nearly tri pled in the past year,
helped by automakers’ push to make cer tain safety
equip ment more widely avail able.

Ford Mo tor Co. and Honda Mo tor Co. had the most
ve hi cles on the In sur ance In sti tute for High way Safety’s
2008 list of the saf est cars. Thirty-four ve hi cles re ceived
the top safety pick des ig na tion for 2008, com pared with
13 ve hi cles from the 2007 model year.

The in sti tute re quires new cars and trucks to have
elec tronic sta bil ity con trol, to qual ify for the award.
Many auto com pa nies are putt ing the anti-rollover tech -
nol ogy into their fleets ahead of a gov ern ment re quire -
ment for the sys tems by the 2012 model year.



Smoke Detectors Save
Lives And Money

Two-thirds of res i dences that the Mil wau kee Fire De part ment re -
sponded to for fire calls did not have smoke alarms, ac cord ing to a Pub -
lic In ves ti ga tor anal y sis of nearly 1,500 elec tronic re cords from the past 
two years.

s Two-thirds of people who were hurt or killed during a fire did not
have smoke alarms or the alarm failed to work.

s Smoke alarms that were installed failed to operate 17 percent of the 
time.

s More than 70 percent of residents who lost $25,000 or more in
property during a fire did not have working smoke alarms.

Protect Yourself

l Have a smoke detector inside and outside every bedroom and
on each floor of your home.

l Get interconnected smoke alarms, where one alarm sets all of
them off if it senses smoke.

l Do not remove batteries from smoke alarms to use in other
appliances.

l Replace batteries every year.

l Replace smoke alarms every 10 years.

Wisconsin Homeowners
Premiums Are Very Low

A new Na tional As so ci a tion of In sur ance
Com mis sion ers’ re port shows that Mid west ern
states pay some of the low est home own ers in sur -
ance rates in the na tion. The 2005 na tional av er -
age, which is the most re cent data avail able, was
$764. Wis con sin’s av er age was $495; South Da -
kota, $622; North Da kota, $736; Mis souri, $688;
Mich i gan, $734; Iowa, $594; In di ana, $639; and
Il li nois, $660. The high est av er age home own ers
pre mium was Lou i si ana at $1,444 with the sec -
ond high est be ing Florida at $1,083.

What This Symbol
Means To You …

There is a dif fer ence in where you buy your
in sur ance. Many don’t re al ize there are three
sources for in sur ance:

1. Cap tive Agents—who can sell you the in sur -
ance of only one com pany.

2. Tele phone & Internet Rep re sen ta tives—who
can of fer you the in sur ance of one com pany
only on the tele phone or via computer.

3. In de pend ent In sur ance Agents, like us—who
rep re sent many in sur ance com pa nies. We re -
search these firms to find you the best com bi -
na tion of price, cov er age and ser vice for all of
your in sur ance needs.

Wis con sin Snow mo bile Ac ci dents

A state safety ex pert says snow mo bile crashes on Wis con sin trails
killed 24 rid ers through Feb ru ary this win ter, con sid er ably more than a
year ago.

But Gary Eddy says he ex pected the ca su alty fig ure to be higher
given the re cord snow fall across much of Wis con sin. Eddy is the snow -
mo bile safety ad min is tra tor for the De part ment
of Nat u ral Re sources.

He cred its the 55 mph night time speed limit
on trails for hold ing down the deaths.

DNR re cords show Wis con sin has av er aged
27 snow mo bile deaths per sea son over the past
12 years.


